SERMON: “Life Lessons from the Life of Christ: Forgiveness”               May 18, 2014

Luther wrote in his New Year’s sermon of 1522, 

“God ordained for us, in our stead, One who took upon Himself all the punishment which we had deserved and fulfilled the Law for us; thus He averted the judgment of God form us and appeased His wrath…It cost us nothing, but it cost Another much to get (grace) for us.  It was purchased with an incalculable, an infinite treasure; the Son of God Himself.”

The Augsburg Confession, the original statement of our Lutheran faith, in Article IV states that the real goal of our faith is the forgiveness of sins—

“It will be easy to determine what faith is if we consider the (Apostles’) Creed where this article, ‘the forgiveness of sins,’ is set forth.  Thus it is not enough to believe that Christ was born, suffered and was raised again unless we also add this article, which is the real purpose of the narrative: ‘the forgiveness of sins.’”

· Matt. 6:12, 14, 15  [Forgiveness was one of the first concepts Jesus taught His disciples—and it was forgiveness as a way of life.]

· Matt. 9: 2, 5, 6   [Forgiveness is a way of life for the disciple of Christ, because that is the main purpose of Jesus’ mission.]

· Matt. 18:21-22, 35  [Forgiveness is supposed to be practical.]

· Luke 7:47-49   [Forgiveness is a fundamental element in demonstrating love in our relationships.]

· Luke 17:3-4   [True forgiveness is tied to true repentance.]

· Luke 23:34   [It is the person of faith who initiates forgiveness in the hopes of fostering true repentance.]

· John 20:21-23   [The forgiving of sins is the chief work of the Church of Jesus Christ…………]

Christ teaches us these 7 truths about a life of forgiveness: 

· It is the way of life for His true disciples; (Love one another as I have loved you.
· It is the main purpose of Jesus’ mission.
· Forgiveness is meant to be practical.  
· It is a fundamental element in demonstrating love in our relationships.
· The life of forgiveness is tied to true repentance.
· The person of faith who initiates forgiveness does so in the hope of fostering true repentance; both within himself and within the other.
· Forgiveness is the chief work of the Church of Jesus Christ. (John 20:21-23).
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